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Ms. Thomas/Visual Arts Gr. 4&5/Week 3 
 

Architecture 
 
Hello Students!  
 
In looking at museums and museum spaces, we were able to consider how 
people move about rooms, buildings, thinking about the purpose of those 
buildings, and how they look. This week, we’ll explore architecture, which is all 
about buildings, structures and the art of designing them. 
 
Frank Lloyd Wright, a famous American architect, designed several amazing 
homes and buildings! (He even has one here in Arizona! I’ll tell you about it soon) 
 

 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Elam House, 1950 
Austin, MN 
 
 
 Architecture (n.): the art or practice of designing and 

constructing buildings. 
 

https://franklloydwright.org/site/elam-house/
https://franklloydwright.org/site/elam-house/
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Frank Lloyd Wright, Fallingwater, 1935 
Mill Run, PA 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
As an architect, he was known for making unique designs that were inspired by 
nature, yet used lots of geometric shapes. Notice the straight lines and hard 
edges in the photos above.  
 

“Great architecture, like any great art, ultimately takes you somewhere that 
words cannot take you at all.” -Paul Goldberger, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

architectural critic 
 
 

                                                                                                          Geometric Shapes 

• See how the house is surrounded by trees and 
nature. Why do you think Frank Lloyd Wright named 
this home “Fallingwater”? 

https://franklloydwright.org/site/fallingwater/
https://franklloydwright.org/site/fallingwater/
https://franklloydwright.org/site/fallingwater/
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Remember, architecture goes beyond just homes. It can also include much 
taller buildings, like skyscrapers! These are often used as office spaces or hotels. 
 

 

• Above is another view of Fallingwater. Consider: What season is it? Do 
you think this makes the home look different? 

Skyscrapers (n.): a 
very tall building of 
many stories. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftriblive.com%2Flocal%2Fregional%2Ffallingwater-other-frank-lloyd-wright-designs-named-to-world-heritage-list%2F&psig=AOvVaw0xYdKDX9GC74kQAu6wvAR7&ust=1587187819257000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIieycfd7ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Adrian Smith (SOM Architects), Burj Khalifa, 2009 
 
The Burj Khalifa, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, is currently the tallest skyscraper 
in the world! 
 
Yet, this was only true as of 2009. In the future, another skyscraper can be built 
that is even taller, and breaks the record for World’s Tallest Building. 

Architect Adrian 
Smith, is part of a 
firm, or a team, of 
architects. SOM is 
the name of the 
firm he works for. In 
architecture firms, 
several architects 
come together to 
develop ideas and 
designs. 
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Your Task 
 

Complete the “How Like Wright Are You?” questionnaire. This is a fun way to see 
how much you have in common with a famous architect! Give yourself one 

point for every similar interest. 

 


